NAYANA

In the field of astrology Ganapti was a prodigy. Once
he predicted that a particular girl would be involved in danger
on a particular day. The father of the girl took all the care on
that day to prevent the mishap but some how the girl, while
playing on the bank of a rivulet neraby, slipped into the
current and was carried away. But she was caught in a grassy
spot where she lay unconscious. The father after a strenuous
search, found her and rescued her.

In his tenth year, Ganapti composed a small kavya of
thirty-four slokas called Tandava Dhartarashira Sambhava*
in a remarkably short period of an hour. This literary feat
perplexed the teacher Prakasa Sastri. He realised that his
student had excelled him. Thus Ganapati who was a source
of anxiety to his parents and an object of pity or ridicule to
the neighbours and relations until his sixth year, became an
object of admiration and wonder to all by his tenth year.

Four years after the birth of Ganapati, a girl (Anna
poorna) was born to Narasamamba and three years later a boy
Sivarama Sastri was born. Sivarama Sastri was adopted by
Prakasa Sastri. Three years after the birth of Sivarama Sastri
Narasamamba gave birth to twins. An hour before the
delivery, Narasamamba asked Ganapati about the planetary
influences prevailing then and Ganapati at once replied that
the woman who delivered then, would die. It came true. Both
Narasamamba and the twins died almost immediately after
the delivery. Narasamamba was then thirty five. When others
in the family wailed for the departed soul, Ganapati remained
stunned.

After two months, the boy, one day, suddenly, showed
signs of change. Under the guidance of another teacher,
Vedula Venkataraya Sastri, he started the study of Bharavi
and Sanskrit grammer.